
2015 Bear Creek: Boondoggle Reservoir Dies 
After 15 years of planning and spending more than $20 million, the Newton County Commission last 
year walked away from its Bear Creek water supply reservoir and a $21 million loan from Gov. Nathan 
Deal’s water supply program.  Up-to-date population projections showed that only about half of the 
projected 2050 county population of 400,000 could actually be expected. Meanwhile local residents 
organized and questioned the project’s need and the ballooning price tag.  The Newton County Water 
and Sewer Authority analyzed the project and determined there was “no urgency to build” the reservoir.  
With public pressure mounting, the Newton County commissioners voted to stop spending on the 
project.  The Bear Creek project was one of five water supply projects—including the Glades Reservoir—
that communities had pursued for decades but are no longer actively considering because they are  
not needed.

2015 Georgia’s Coast: Offshore Drilling Threat Eliminated…For Now
Georgia’s coastal communities and the businesses that rely on clean and healthy beaches and salt 
marshes scored a victory earlier this year when the federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
decided to prohibit oil leases on the Atlantic coast through 2022. However, the decision, prompted 
by hundreds of letters from concerned citizens and businesses as well as resolutions adopted by local 
governments, does not prohibit seismic testing for oil and natural gas off the Georgia coast—a problem 
highlighted in this year’s Dirty Dozen report. 

2015 Altamaha River: Riverkeeper Wins Lawsuit Against State, Rayonier 
After years of stonewalling by Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division (EPD) and the Rayonier 
Advanced Materials pulp mill in Jesup, a lawsuit filed by Altamaha Riverkeeper has finally forced a 
cleanup of the mill’s discharge to the Altamaha. A ruling handed down by a state administrative law 
judge in September forces EPD to issue a new permit for the plant that will reduce the odor and color of 
the more than 50 million gallons of waste that the plant discharges to the river daily.  

2015 Little Satilla and Penholloway Creek: Company strips down plan for strip mine
A coalition of environmental groups teamed up with residents of Wayne County to shield wetlands, 
waterways, and the community from the effects of a proposal to mine titanium oxides and other 
minerals from 2,200 acres of sand ridges in southeast Georgia. After stopping an ill-conceived state 
mining permit for this project in 2014, earlier this year, this coalition won concessions from Chemours (a 
DuPont spinoff) in which the company agreed to protect all wetlands, groundwater and surface water at 
the mine and include natural buffers around the operation to decrease impacts to the community. 

2014 Flint River:  EPD, Upson County Textile Plant Face Lawsuit from Citizens
Earlier this year residents near the TenCate textile mill in Upson County and Flint Riverkeeper filed a 
federal lawsuit aimed at forcing Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division (EPD) to correct a pollution 
problem caused by the mill’s failing wastewater treatment system. TenCate sprays partially treated waste 
on land surrounding the plant. That waste is now polluting groundwater and nearby streams while 
impacting adjacent property owners. The Clean Water Act suit and private trespass claims are now in 
front of a federal judge. Even as the suit proceeds, EPD could still require the company to construct a 
modern wastewater treatment facility that will discharge highly treated water to the Flint River.  EPD 
should do its job and take the burden off of private citizens to enforce the law.  
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