
INTRODUCTION:
Flipping on a light switch in Georgia is a toxic act. That’s because about 30 
percent of the state’s electricity comes from burning coal, a process that 
produces an ash containing arsenic, mercury, lead, selenium and other cancer-
causing toxins.  Nationwide some 140 million tons of coal ash is produced 
by power plants each year; that waste must be disposed of somewhere. In 
Georgia, state regulations allow that “somewhere” to be in community 
landfills ill prepared to manage this toxic waste. Earlier this year, it was 
discovered that the Broadhurst landfill near Jesup had been accepting coal 
ash for years and that groundwater—the source of drinking water for some 
nearby residents—has been contaminated with toxins linked to coal ash. 
Unless Georgia strengthens regulations for disposing of coal ash, residents 
near other landfills may face similar fates.

THE WATER BODY:
Beneath and beside Wayne County’s Broadhurst landfill are critical 
water resources. Local residents get their drinking water from numerous 
underground sources including the Floridan aquifer, a vast underground 
pool of water that stretches from South Carolina to Mississippi and under the 
Broadhurst landfill. Jesup, Valdosta, Moultrie, Cairo, Brunswick, Savannah and 
a host of other communities get their drinking water from this same supply. 
Adjacent to the landfill is Little Penholloway Creek, a beautiful tributary of 
Georgia’s largest river, the Altamaha, that feeds Georgia’s Golden Isles.  

THE DIRT:
Last month, Georgia’s Department of Natural Resources Board adopted 
new coal ash disposal rules that leave Georgia communities at risk 
to exposure to coal ash toxins. The rules provide for the dumping of 
coal ash at municipal landfills. For the people of Jesup and Wayne 
County that means accepting as much as 10,000 tons of ash daily to 
the Broadhurst landfill where it has already polluted groundwater, 
threatening the Floridan aquifer, the drinking water source for much 
of South Georgia, as well as other groundwater sources used by  
local residents.  

GEORGIA’S WELL WATER 
Coal Ash Disposal at Landfill Threatens Well Water    

GEORGIA’S
WELL WATER

Worst Offenses Against 

GEORGIA’S WATER

2016’s



While Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division (EPD) could have adopted 
rules prohibiting disposal of coal ash at municipal solid waste landfills—the safest 
decision for Georgia’s citizens and their water supplies—instead the agency chose 
a riskier option that benefits coal ash producers and landfill operators.

Georgia Power Co., the state’s largest energy producer, estimates that it has 
some 80 million tons of ash sitting at its production facilities. Of that, it expects 
to ship some 8 million tons to landfills across the state. Add that to coal ash that 
may be imported from out-of-state facilities, and you have a toxic waste disposal 
problem of epic proportions. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has determined that prolonged exposure to the toxins contained in coal 
ash can cause of host of health problems from cancer and lung disease to reproductive problems and birth defects. 

At Broadhurst the matter is compounded by plans to fill some 25 acres of wetlands for a train terminal to haul in 
boxcar loads of the toxic waste. These wetlands provide a buffer for nearby waterways and help keep Penholloway 
Creek and the Altamaha River clean.

WHAT MUST BE DONE:
Because Georgia’s executive branch 
and its Environmental Protection 
Division have failed to adopt rules 
that protect local communities 
from the risks associated with coal 
ash, Georgia’s legislature must 
take up this issue and adopt laws 
that prevent coal ash from being 
disposed at ill-equipped municipal 
landfills.  Legislation should 
address siting, handling, and 
monitoring requirements necessary 
for the safe storage of coal ash in 
landfill facilities in Georgia.
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Top: Groundwater beneath the Broadhurst landfill near Jesup, where coal ash has already been placed, 
has been shown to be contaminated with toxins associated with coal ash. State rules adopted last month 
will allow municipal landfills to accept coal ash waste. Above Left: Beautiful blackwater streams feeding 
the Altamaha River are at risk due to encroachment on wetlands at the Broadhurst landfill near Jesup. 
Above: Under recently adopted state rules, power companies will be able to remove coal ash from waste 
ponds like these and dispose of it at municipal landfills.


