
INTRODUCTION:
Imagine Cobb County Commissioners promoting and building a rocket 
launching facility next door to Six Flags Over Georgia that would force 
the popular theme park to periodically shutdown during launches. Of 
course, this would never happen. But, in Georgia’s far southeastern coastal 
corner, Camden County Commissioners are proposing exactly that—a 
commercial “spaceport” adjacent to one of the county’s most popular tourist 
destinations—Cumberland Island National Seashore. County Commissioners 
have already spent more than $3 million and committed more than $6 million 
in taxpayer funds for the project that would force periodic evacuations of the 
island and threaten the county’s natural and historic treasures.  

THE WATER BODY:
Georgia’s coastline stretches 100 miles from Savannah to St. Marys and 
harbors 14 barrier islands, forming the backbone of the region’s tourism 
industry that employs some 18,000 people and pumps $2 billion into the 
Georgia economy each year. Shipping, military and commercial fishing 
industries employ tens of thousands more people who depend on safe, 
reliable access to our healthy ocean. Surrounding these barrier islands are 
the state’s vast saltwater marshes that comprise 33 percent of the Atlantic 
coast’s remaining marshlands. Cumberland Island, the southernmost and 
largest of Georgia’s barrier islands, is a natural and historic treasure noted 
as a United Nations-sanctioned International Biosphere Reserve. With 9,800 
acres of wilderness and 18 miles of undeveloped beaches, it is home to 
six federally protected migratory and shorebirds and serves as a nesting 
site for four species of sea turtles. The island also contains five historic 
districts and two archeological districts listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Each year, more than 60,000 people visit to enjoy the 
island’s beauty and history and fish the productive waters around it.  

THE DIRT:
In 2014 Camden County announced plans to build a commercial 
spaceport near the mouth of the Satilla River just inland from 
the northern tip of Cumberland Island. Since then, the county 
has committed more than $6 million in taxpayer funds for land 
acquisition, studies and consultant fees. 
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Despite objections from local residents and the National Park Service, which manages Cumberland Island, Camden 
County Commissioners may spend an additional $10 million to purchase more land for the project and millions more 
to build necessary infrastructure to make the project viable.

Unfortunately, rocket launches are not fail-proof. Unmanned rocket launches like those expected at Spaceport 
Camden are especially fraught with danger. Statistics from the Federal Aviation Administration reveal that on 
average, six percent of all rocket launches fail and most explosions occur within the first two minutes of launch. 
Unmanned vessels have a rate of failure that is ten times greater than that of manned vessels. 

Most launches from the proposed spaceport would leave on 
trajectories taking them over Cumberland Island and the island’s 
wilderness area with risks of fire, vibrations and falling debris. 
These risks could require as many as 12 evacuations annually 
of this popular tourist destination that can only be visited with 
reservations, many of which are made months and years in advance. 

Other possible trajectories would result in launches over Jekyll 
Island, another popular tourist destination. In fact, Spaceport 
Camden would be the only facility of its kind in the country to 
launch over private property, a state park and a congressionally 
designated-wilderness area and national seashore park. 

In addition to risks to Cumberland Island’s visitors and wildlife, 
the proposed launch facility raises numerous other red flags for 
local residents. Construction of the facility is likely to encroach on 
wetlands and streams, while also impacting federally protected 
terrestrial wildlife like the gopher tortoise and indigo snake, as well 
as rare plants. Stormwater runoff from the launch facility could foul nearby waterways while soil and groundwater 
contamination associated with rocket launches is a possibility.

WHAT MUST BE DONE:
In initial comments to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) as part of the FAA’s environmental impact 
statement, the National Park Service “strongly recommended the consideration of other alternative site locations” 
due to the spaceport’s expected impacts to Cumberland Island and island visitors. 

Camden County commissioners should follow the lead of the National Park Service and pull the plug on this 
expensive project that threatens the area’s natural 
beauty and the vital tourism industry that it supports. 

Barring action from the Camden County Commission, 
the FAA should deny the license for this project.
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Top: Coastal Georgia’s fishery, like the tourism industry, 
could be impacted by Spaceport Camden. Above: Cumberland 
Island and the marshes surrounding it attract more than 
60,000 visitors each year, but Spaceport Camden could force 
evacuations of the island as many as 12 times annually. 


