
In 2010, the Army Corps of Engineers agreed to allow Grady County, in far 
Southwest Georgia, to build a 960-acre public fishing lake on Tired Creek 
despite substantial criticism from state, federal, and other stakeholders. 
This boondoggle will put Grady County taxpayers on the hook to pay for 
the multi-million-dollar lake, will destroy more than 300 acres of wetlands 
and nine miles of streams and will alter flows on the Ochlockonee River for 
property owners and communities in Grady County and Florida.

Since the 1930s, state and federal authorities have proposed multiple plans 
for a park and lake on Tired Creek. All have failed to materialize—due to 
lack of funding and a lack of need. But, Grady County officials have been 
undaunted. When Georgia’s Department of Natural Resources questioned the 
need for an additional fishing lake just 25 miles from the large-mouth bass 
hotbed of Lake Seminole, county leaders pushed forward—first promoting 
an amenity lake for a high-end residential golf development. When federal 
authorities denied environmental permits for that proposal, the County 
returned with additional proposals. Without any meaningful regulations 
on development around the proposed reservoir, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) finally approved the construction of a fishing lake. 

The RiveR:
The Ochlockonee River basin is located in Georgia and Florida and drains approximately 6,330 square miles. 
Approximately 1,460 square miles of the basin are in Georgia. Flowing 206 miles to the Gulf of Mexico from 
its headwater streams in Worth County, the Ochlockonee cuts through the heart of Georgia’s bread basket 
with 44 percent of the land area dedicated to growing peanuts, corn, cotton, soybeans and other food 
crops. Swimming in its waters are a number of rare fish species, including  Suwanee bass, bannerfin shiners 
and spotted bullheads. Tired Creek is a major tributary of the Ochlockonee in Grady County near Cairo.

The DiRT:
Grady County officials had to convince the Corps that their project served a justifiable need in order to

Worst Offenses Against 

GeoRGia’s WaTeR

TiReD CReek: 
Unnecessary Fishing Lake Puts Taxpayers On the 
Hook, Threatens Downstream Communities

2012’s

#

#10
Tired Creek

10



Margaret Tyson, (229) 377-2335, mtyson613@gmail.com 
Jenny Hoffner, American Rivers, 404-373-3602, Jhoffner@americanrivers.org

get the permits required to construct a fishing lake. To do so, the County 
conducted a fishing demand survey. The study painted a glowing future for 
the anglers’ paradise, but a closer inspection of the study shows that demand 
for an additional fishing reservoir in the area was overblown, while impacts to 
downstream property owners and communities were overlooked. 

The flawed study ignored the chilling effect that Georgia state fishing license fees 
would have on out-of-state anglers and overestimated the number of Floridians 
who would forgo fishing their in-state waters to purchase a Georgia license for the 
privilege of fishing at Tired Creek Reservoir.  The study also included children under 
the age of five (including infants and toddlers), in calculating projected angler 
visitation rates for the reservoir. 

This study supports a project that puts Grady County taxpayers on the hook for a 
project that is estimated to cost at least $15 million. Already, the county has issued 
$15 million in bonds to fund the project and county taxpayers are now footing the 

bill with increased property taxes and a one-cent local option sales tax. It remains to be seen whether this outlay will 
be enough to cover the real costs of the project. The same consultant working with Grady County also estimated 
the costs of reservoir projects in Walton and Cherokee counties. Combined, those two projects are now $389 million 
above the original estimates. 

However, in July, county taxpayers rejected the Southwest Regional Transportation SPLOST which was slated to pay 
for a highway bridge that will need to be relocated if the lake is built. 

Grady County has also fought to minimize the size of the buffer around 
the lake and the county has refused to put the undeveloped portion of 
the property – more than 2,000 acres – under a conservation easement 
which would help preserve the reservoir’s long-term health and limit 
development around a publicly-funded fishing lake.

WhaT MusT Be Done:
Grady County should abandon this proposed reservoir and seek more 
cost-effective and environmentally sustainable projects to utilize its 
water resources for economic development. 

By improving access to the Ochlockonee River through the construction of boat launches, biking and walking trails, 
and other amenities, the County could provide more fishing and recreational opportunities for its citizens and 
promote tourism for significantly less investment. Already in Florida, communities along the Ochlockonee have 
established water trails for paddlers and boaters. An extension of this water trail into Grady County could be an 
amenity that attracts visitors, improves quality of life for local residents and attracts businesses to locate to Grady 
County. 
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