
Each year, some 90 million people course through Atlanta’s 
Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport; what those visitors 
don’t know is that a stone’s throw from the airport’s runways 
is a site so polluted with heavy metals and other hazardous 
substances that Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division 
(EPD) has placed it on the state’s Hazardous Site Inventory—a 
designation that requires that the pollution be cleaned 
up—either by the property owners or the state. Among the 
substances at the Tift Hazardous Waste Site lurking in soil 
and groundwater and potentially polluting the South River 
watershed are acetophenone, copper, zinc, arsenic, barium, 
nickel, zinc, arsenic, cadmium and lead—a toxic stew linked to 
brain damage and reproductive dysfunction in humans. 

And, there’s an even bigger problem at the Tift Site, there’s no 
money to pay for a cleanup. That’s because Georgia’s General 
Assembly for the past decade has looted state funds—paid 
for by taxpayers, local governments and businesses—that are 
intended to pay for fixing messes like the Tift Site. Statewide, 
there are 560 sites similar to the Tift Site threatening public 
health and the environment. 

The DIRT:
When Georgians dump trash at landfills, we pay a 75-cent-per-ton tipping 
fee that is used to create the state’s Hazardous Waste Trust Fund—a fund 
designed to clean up hazardous waste sites and help remediate old, unlined 
landfills that pose a threat to drinking water and the environment. Since 
2004, these and other fees designated for the Trust Fund have totaled an 
estimated $143 million, but because the General Assembly has the
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discretion to redirect funds, only $53 million (40 percent) has actually been 
deposited in the Trust Fund and made available to clean up sites like Tift. The rest, 
$86.5 million, has been used by legislators to pay for other state expenses. 

The Tift Site is representative of a problem whose magnitude is difficult to fathom. 
Of the state’s 159 counties, 133 Georgia counties contain at least one of Georgia’s 
560 identified hazardous waste sites. The sites are diverse in ownership—from 
private citizens to local governments to Fortune 500 companies—and because 
Georgia’s legislature refuses to use our taxpayer fees for the purposes they were 
intended, these contaminated sites continue to pollute our soil, water and air and 
pose health risks to nearby communities. 

In the 2012 General Assembly session, legislation was introduced and passed by 
the House that would have addressed the chronic raiding of the Hazardous Waste 
Trust Fund. Unfortunately, the bill died in the Senate with Senate Rules Chairman 

Don Balfour telling the Atlanta Journal-Constitution: “We have been doing this for 20 years, and I still keep getting 
re-elected.” 

The law creating the Hazardous Waste Trust Fund expires at the end of 2013. Unless action is taken to renew the 
Trust Fund and prevent legislators from raiding it, Georgia’s 560 known hazardous waste sites will continue polluting 
our rivers and our communities. 

WhaT MusT Be Done:
The Hazardous Waste Trust Fund must be renewed during the 2013 
legislative session and our elected officials must stop looting it. 

Our legislators must appropriate the full amount to the trust fund 
so that EPD and local governments can continue to fund important, 
needed pollution clean-up and remediation projects that will protect 
community health and our drinking water. If the General Assembly 
cannot assure that all of the funds collected under the fund will be used 
for its stated purpose, it should be allowed to expire.
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