
In the early 20th century, a half-mile channel was dug through Georgia’s 
coastal marshlands for the purposes of moving timber to market via river 
barges on Dover Creek and the Satilla River. A century later the lumberjacks 
are gone, but the channel known as Noyes Cut remains, wreaking havoc 
on migrating fish, blue crabs and boating routes near the mouth of the 
Satilla River. Today, filling in the obsolete timber barge route could result 
in restoration of striped bass, herring, eel and shad migrations in Camden 
County’s coastal creeks and the Satilla River while improving routes for 
recreational boaters. Despite the fact that a Corps’ study recommended 
the closing of Noyes Cut in the 1980s, to date, no action has been taken to 
correct this century-old problem. 

The RiveR:
The blackwater Satilla River drains some 4,000 square miles of the far 
southeastern portion of the state and empties into the Atlantic Ocean at St. 
Andrew Sound amidst Georgia’s Golden Isles. Its estuary and intricate maze 
of coastal marshes and tidal creeks, where freshwater and saltwater mix, are 
critical nurseries for important commercial seafood and sport fish. Through 
the years, the great “mixing zone” of the Satilla has been altered by land-use 
practices and by navigational cuts through the salt marshes, like Noyes.

The DiRT:
In the early 1900s, Noyes Cut was seen as a necessity to move Georgia’s bountiful timber crop to markets. 
Little thought was given to the unintended consequences of this “short cut” for commerce that connected 
Dover Creek, a coastal tidal creek, with the mainstem of the Satilla River. Nearly, a century later, we are 
left to deal with the results of this tinkering in the salt marsh.

Noyes Cut has permanently altered the ebb tide on Dover Creek, causing the siltation of the creek and 
thus blocking access to the creek’s freshwater reaches for migratory fish, crabs and shrimp.  Portions of
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the creek that were once 100 yards wide have now narrowed to ten yards, and the 
inland reaches of Dover Creek and adjacent Umbrella Creek go dry at low tide. 
The siltation has also blocked creek access to commercial fisherman who earn their 
livelihood harvesting seafood from these waters. 

The impacts of Noyes Cut are compounded by land use changes in the larger 
Satilla River watershed that have resulted in chronic low flows and unnaturally-
low oxygen levels in the river. These conditions have driven migratory fish from 
the river’s mainstem, making restoration of the river’s tidal creeks all the more 
important for a healthy fishery in the river’s estuary which expands across 10,000 
acres of Georgia’s coast. 

WhaT MusT Be Done:
Funding is needed to conduct 

computer modeling to predict the changes that would occur if Noyes 
Cut was closed and filled. If the modeling suggests that closing the 
cut would have positive benefits, the Corps should move forward with 
funding to close the cut and restore the natural flow of saltwater and 
freshwater in Dover Creek and the Satilla River estuary.
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