
As Georgia citizens, every time we purchase new tires for our vehicles, we 
pay a $1 per tire fee to the state to ensure proper disposal and recycling of 
our scrap tires. In place since 1990, these fees, deposited in the state’s Solid 
Waste Trust Fund, have helped our state clean up illegal and abandoned 
landfills, tire piles, and dumps. Unfortunately, during the past eight years, 
the Georgia General Assembly has looted millions of dollars from the Solid 
Waste Trust Fund, leaving tire dumps scattered across the state, posing a risk 
to public health and the environment. 

Such is the case in Southwest Georgia where some 150,000 tires sit at the 
Randolph County Transfer Station in Cuthbert awaiting proper disposal 
and recycling. Collecting water, the tires are breeding grounds for disease-
carrying mosquitoes. Meanwhile the risk of fire is always present—a 
catastrophe that could release toxic fumes into the air and release 
contamination into nearby Pachitla Creek.

The RiveR:
Draining parts of Randolph and Calhoun counties in Southwest Georgia, 
Pachitla Creek is a tributary of Ichawaynochaway Creek which flows to the 
Flint River. Ichawaynochaway is one of South Georgia’s most pristine streams 
and, along with the Flint, flows through Georgia’s rich agricultural lands. The 
Flint, and Chattahoochee, are at the heart of a two-decade-long battle over water rights between Georgia, 
Alabama and Florida. In 2009, it was named to American Rivers list of the nation’s most endangered rivers.

The DiRT:
Between 2004 and 2011, the Solid Waste Trust Fund collected over $51 million in tire fees. Unfortunately, 
the General Assembly has the discretion to redirect these funds, and thus, only $19 million (about 35 
percent) has actually been used to clean up tire dumps. The rest—$32 million in fees collected from 
taxpayers—has been used to pay for other portions of Georgia’s budget. The result is more than 512 sites
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across the state containing a total of 1.2 million tires—all awaiting proper disposal, 
if only the money was available. These tires can be found piled in illegal dumps, 
dumped in our rivers and along our roadways and even abandoned in rental 
storage units. 

As for the Randolph County tire pile, Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division 
(EPD) estimates that it will cost between $375,000 and $450,000 to clean up the 
site. Unfortunately for Cuthbert residents and other communities blighted with tire 
dumps, state legislators allotted only $345,000 for all tire cleanups statewide. 

This negligence leaves ticking time bombs of rubber spread across the state. In 
1992, a tire fire in Palmetto burned for days, sending toxic black smoke into the air 
for weeks and costing state and local officials $4.5 million to extinguish. Likewise, a 
2002 fire in Watson burned for days, forcing residents to evacuate their homes and 
costing $130,000 to extinguish. 

Abandoned tires fill with rainwater and become dangerous breeding grounds for mosquitoes, which can carry 
diseases like West Nile virus and Eastern Equine Encephalitis. 

These varied threats all come from a recyclable resource which, if repurposed properly, can continue to fill important 
needs—and create jobs in the recycling industry. Scrap tires can be transformed into any number of products, 
including playground equipment, floor mats, and even “crumb rubber” for the manufacture of rubber-asphalt.    

Finally, because the Solid Waste Trust Fund also provides funding to local 
governments for waste reduction and recycling programs, efforts to 
extend the life of local landfills and promote cleaner communities have 
been greatly hampered. 

WhaT MusT Be Done:
Georgia legislators must restore taxpayers’ faith by ceasing the annual 
raid of the Solid Waste Trust Fund and using our scrap tires fees as a 
hidden tax to fill holes in the state budget. 

Legislators must appropriate the full amount to the trust fund so that EPD and local governments can continue to 
perform needed pollution cleanups and remediation projects that will protect community health and our drinking 
water.
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