
When Nathan Deal became Governor in 2011 he created the $300 million 
Governor’s Water Supply Program (GWSP) to fund “critical, cost-effective” 
projects that will provide “an adequate supply of clean and affordable 
water” for communities in need. In August 2012, the Deal Administration 
released the first $102 million in this program and the results show that 
the bulk of the money went to reservoir projects of dubious need and to 
businesses and individuals that were supporters of Deal’s gubernatorial 
campaign. 

Such is the case on the Flint River, where a groundwater injection scheme 
promoted by Deal supporter, Joe Tanner & Associates, received a $4.6 million 
grant for a project that is experimental in scope, of tenuous public benefit 
and will not provide drinking water to any community in need. An additional 
$4.4 million in state “investment” (funds not requiring reimbursement to 
the state) went to the Lake Lanier Islands Development Authority to develop 
a well for this private resort and water park owned by Deal campaign 
contributor Virgil Williams. 

The RiveR:
The Flint River originates in Metro Atlanta and flows southwest to join the 
Chattahoochee River at the Florida state line, gathering tributaries over 
approximately 350 miles and draining an 8,460 square-mile river basin. More than one million Georgians 
depend upon the Flint. While the Upper Flint provides water supplies for Metro Atlanta, the lower Flint 
supports some of the most productive agribusiness counties in the state. Like the Chattahoochee, the Flint is 
at the heart of a two-decade-long battle over water rights between Georgia, Alabama and Florida. In 2009, 
it was named to American Rivers list of the nation’s most endangered rivers.

The DiRT:
Rather than funding critical, cost-effective water supply projects for communities in need, the GWSP has
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proven to be a conduit to funnel state tax dollars to Gov. Deal’s political supporters. 

With assistance from consultant and former Department of Natural Resources 
Commissioner, Joe Tanner – whose Joe Tanner & Associates firm donated $12,825 
to Gov. Deal’s campaign--the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission (SWGRC) 
will run experiments to pump water from streams and rivers into an underground 
aquifer to determine if this surface water can be recaptured – a process otherwise 
known as aquifer storage and recovery, or ASR. The project will not produce any 
drinking water for public use.

This highly expensive experiment will cost up to $4.8 million for every million 
gallons of water captured, and could cost as much as $1.2 billion in an effort to 
supplement Flint River flows and reduce pressure on the Chattahoochee and Lake 
Lanier to meet required minimum river flows into Florida. Proponents of the project 
have suggested that metro Atlanta water customers may be asked to fund the 
project as part of a public-private partnership. 

When administrators of the GWSP evaluated the project’s application they could not find a need for it. Out of a 
possible score of 100 points for “project need,” the proposal received no points. 

Likewise, Lake Lanier Islands’ proposal to drill a new well that would enable the resort to build an additional hotel 
received only five points under the project need evaluation.  However, Williams, the resort’s owner, did spill $15,800 
into Deal’s campaign coffers.   

Thus, both of these questionable projects not only received state 
funding, they were the only projects under the GWSP to receive direct 
state investment—for which no repayment is required.  

WhaT MusT Be Done:
Georgia’s leaders can maximize taxpayer dollars and secure new water 
faster and more cost-effectively by investing in the water supplies and 
infrastructure we already have. 

With two more years and another $200 million in state funding available for water supply projects under the 
GWSP, Gov. Deal must make water conservation and efficiency measures eligible for funding. The Governor must 
also restore taxpayers’ trust in his water supply program by directing funds to truly critical and cost-effective water 
supply projects. Our state water supply tax dollars should not be used for political purposes. 

As population grows, our water demands don’t have to. Other cities, like Seattle, Boston and Raleigh, have shown 
that by using existing water supplies more efficiently, your population can grow while your water use stays the 
same, or even decreases—and you can save tax dollars. 

For More Information Contact:


