
The Chattahoochee River supplies drinking water to nearly four million 
people in metro Atlanta. For decades, the river has been the center of a 
water dispute between Georgia, Alabama and Florida. The Chattahoochee 
has suffered from extreme droughts while serving as ground zero in the 
ongoing conflict over water use in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-
Flint (ACF) basin. These events have fueled Georgia’s misguided strategy 
to circumvent federal control over the Chattahoochee by damming its 
tributaries. The most glaring example of this strategy is Hall County’s 
proposed Glades Reservoir on Flat Creek which flows into the Chattahoochee 
River and Lake Lanier. This project would divert and impound water that 
would otherwise fill Lake Lanier, interfering with federal management of 
the lake and complicating efforts to reach a water sharing agreement with 
Alabama and Florida. 

The RiveR:
The Chattahoochee’s Lake Lanier is metro Atlanta’s major source of drinking 
water, fulfilling more than 70 percent of the region’s needs. Recently, the 
courts decided the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) has authority to 
operate Lanier for water supply. Because two-thirds of the water storage for 
the ACF basin drains into Lake Lanier, the Corps also manages releases from 
the lake to help relieve downstream communities from drought and floods 
while providing flows to support recreation, hydropower generation and fish and wildlife. Lake Lanier is 
one of Georgia’s top recreational destinations, receiving 7.5 million visitors annually. The Chattahoochee 
River National Recreation Area, extending for 48 miles below Buford Dam, provides year-round recreational 
opportunities for another three million visitors annually. The Chattahoochee’s upper reach is recognized by 
Trout Unlimited as one of America’s 100 Best Trout Streams.

The DiRT:
In the works since 2001, Glades Reservoir was initially proposed as an amenity lake for an upscale
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subdivision, but in response to recent droughts and the tri-state water conflict, 
the project has evolved into its present version: an 850-acre reservoir allegedly 
supplying 72.5 million gallons a day (MGD) of drinking water at a projected cost of 
at least $95 million. Proponents of the project are pushing for construction despite 
the fact that the Corps now may operate Lanier to meet the current and future 
water supply needs of Gainesville and Hall County, rendering the reservoir and the 
$95 million a wasted investment. 

Rather than solving the state’s water needs, Glades Reservoir and other proposed 
reservoirs in the Chattahoochee River basin will serve only to undermine Georgia’s 
ability to secure an amicable and equitable water sharing agreement with 
Alabama and Florida. Glades Reservoir’s threat to the water sharing negotiations is 
so severe that American Rivers this year named the Chattahoochee River the third 
most endangered river in the country.

Aside from needlessly provoking Alabama and Florida, the proposed reservoir 
would have devastating impacts on the Chattahoochee River and Flat Creek. The dam would obliterate more than 
17 miles of free-flowing streams, and because Flat Creek alone isn’t big enough to fill the proposed reservoir, Hall 
County  proposes to pump 108 MGD directly from the Chattahoochee River to keep the reservoir full. This pump-
storage scheme threatens to draw the Chattahoochee down to dangerously low levels while diverting even more 
water from Lake Lanier, which has suffered from chronically low levels in recent years. Meanwhile, Glades may sit 
full and untapped until 2050 and beyond for lack of water customers.

Meanwhile, state and local leaders continually fail to embrace water conservation as a reasonable alternative for 
meeting future water demands. Gov. Nathan Deal and his administration refused to allow water conservation and 
efficiency projects to be eligible for funding under the governor’s $300 million water supply program created in 
2011. Instead, the Deal administration has dedicated almost all of these funds to reservoir projects, many of which 
are justified by inflated, unrealistic population projections and water supply needs. 

While support for Glades Reservoir has waned at the local level, Gov. Deal has indicated his support for the project. 
Though the project will serve only Hall County, Gov. Deal recently told the Gainesville Times, that a partnership 
between the state and Glades Reservoir “needs to be explored.” He also noted: “It is regional, but in many respects 
it is statewide.” Such comments suggest that money from the Governor’s Water Supply Program (GWSP) might soon 
flow to this boondoggle of a project in the Governor’s hometown. 

WhaT MusT Be Done:
Georgia’s leaders must adopt a more fiscally and environmentally responsible approach to meeting Georgia’s water 
needs. In order to resolve the tri-state water conflict, Gov. Deal and the Environmental Protection Division must 
withdraw support for the Glades Reservoir and any other reservoirs proposed within the ACF basin until the Corps 
completes its update for the Water Control Manual. This manual will determine how much water from Lake Lanier 
and the Chattahoochee the state may rely upon for water supply. Until then, the state should cease all funding for 
reservoir projects through the GWSP and initiate efforts to seek more cost effective water supply alternatives like 
water conservation or increased storage directly in Lake Lanier.
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