
On the south side of Gainesville in Hall County, the predominantly minority 
community of Newtown has fought for more than half a century to protect 
their homes, health and property values from harmful industrial pollution. 
Today, they face the proposed expansion of a landfill that processes food 
waste, biosolids and sewage sludge. Already, nearby residents say that odor 
from the facility is so unbearable that children, at times, cannot play outside. 

Promoted by politically-powerful individuals with ties to Gov. Nathan Deal, 
expansion of the Gainesville Waste and Recycling (GWAR) landfill poses a 
serious threat to water resources in the Oconee River basin and to the health 
of families in Newtown. This site is an example of the hundreds of industrial 
operations statewide that are not fully complying with pollution regulations 
to stop the flow of bacteria, excess nutrients, toxic substances and other 
contaminants into Georgia’s waterways. 

The DirT:
The expansion of this landfill goes straight to the top of Georgia’s political 
hierarchy. In 2002, Gov.  Deal and his business partner, Ken Cronan, 
purchased 100-acres in Newtown that was a former Hall County landfill. 
The property is adjacent to another business co-owned by Deal and Cronan 
called Gainesville Salvage Disposal. The governor (then a Congressman) 
divested his interest in 2003, but according to documents uncovered by the Gainesville Times, Deal and his 
staff were involved in meetings, re-zonings and the permitting of the landfill through 2008. 

In 2007, Cronan registered GWAR to operate a construction and demolition landfill on this 100-acre site. 
That same year, a landfill application filed with Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division (EPD) was 
signed by Congressman Deal, and in 2010 EPD issued a permit to operate a landfill handling construction 
waste at the site. This year, the permit was modified several times to allow composting of food waste and 
biosolids mixed with sewage sludge—the likely source of the odor and possible contamination of nearby 
streams.
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Finally, in August, GWAR requested permission from the Corps of Engineers to 
expand its existing landfill to areas on the site with streams and wetlands. The 
expansion will destroy 1,532 feet of streams feeding Allen Creek—a creek that is 
already listed by EPD as polluted because of high bacteria levels. There are also 
recent indications that the groundwater at the site may be contaminated.

With EPD issuing permits for landfill expansions, the Hall County Commission in 
November rezoned 50 acres adjacent to GWAR that will allow for an even larger 
expansion of operations. 

While the landfill poses a threat to the health of nearby residents and Allen 
Creek, it also serves as an example of EPD’s woefully under funded program to 
regulate pollution flowing off industrial sites. The state agency currently has 
only three employees to oversee industrial stormwater compliance at thousands 
of sites statewide--from landfills and poultry and food-processing operations to 

chemical plants and auto salvage yards. A preliminary review of the GWAR landfill operation, including neighbors’ 
observations and anecdotal information, suggests that existing pollution controls at the site are inadequate. 

Meanwhile, the low-income, minority community of Newtown is left to deal with the mess. More than 13 industrial 
facilities operate there, burdening the community with a myriad of environmental and public health concerns, 
including groundwater contamination, release of landfill gases such as methane and volatile organic chemicals, fire 
hazards, and odor problems. 

WhaT MusT Be Done:
EPD should deny environmental permits necessary for expansion of the 
GWAR facility. The clustering of landfills near Newtown may exceed 
the threshold permissible under state law. Furthermore, this landfill 
site is located just upstream of Allen Creek, a stream already identified 
as polluted with high bacteria levels. The processing of food waste, 
biosolids and sewage sludge without adequate pollution controls and 
the destruction of streams for landfill expansion will contribute to the 
further contamination of Allen Creek. 

EPD must also seek adequate funding from Gov. Deal and the General Assembly to support its solid waste and 
industrial stormwater programs so that the agency will have adequate staff to ensure that landfills and other 
industrial facilities are keeping pollution out of our streams and rivers and protecting adjacent communities like 
Newtown. 

For More Information Contact:


