
INTRODUCTION:
In South Georgia’s Wayne County a battle is brewing. On one side is a 
spin-off company of one of the world’ s largest multinational corporations 
wanting to mine titanium and other minerals in this rural community; on 
the other are citizens wanting to protect their property and way of life. 
Chemours, a company created by Dupont earlier this year, has revived 
plans to mine heavy minerals along sandy ridges separating the Satilla and 
Altamaha rivers near Jesup. Late last year, Dupont abandoned its effort 
to seek state permits and agreed to numerous concessions to minimize 
the impact of its operations. Now, Chemours seeks to construct two on-
site processing plants and two surface mines stretching across 2,254 acres 
adjacent to Jesup homes, schools and parks.

THE WATER BODIES:
Millions of years ago, Georgia’s coastal ridges were once barrier islands 
and sandy beaches, but as the ocean receded, the ridges were left high 
and dry except for pockets of wetlands that dot the ridge slopes. These 
wetlands play critical roles in keeping the water of nearby streams like 
Penholloway and Little Satilla Creeks clean and flowing. Left in their 
natural state, they trap sediment and pollutants and release a steady flow 
of water to these tributaries of the Altamaha and Satilla rivers, mitigating 
both flood events and droughts. Beneath the surface of these sand ridges 
lie vast underground aquifers that serve as the primary drinking water 
source for the region. The area is also home to rare and threatened 
wildlife like gopher tortoises and indigo snakes.

THE DIRT:
Mining the sand ridges of Georgia’s Coastal Plain can be done in an 
environmentally responsible manner. Other mine operators in the 
region have extracted titanium and other minerals to make paints, 
abrasives, glass and metal products without damaging wetlands, 
aquifers and streams while minimizing disturbance of  
local communities. 
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But, this is only accomplished when mine operators commit to protecting 
local property and state and federal regulators enforce laws to protect 
natural resources and the property of adjacent landowners. 

At stake at the proposed Chemours mine site are 194 acres of wetlands, 
numerous streams that feed the Satilla and Altamaha rivers and the 
Miocene aquifer, an underground “lake” that supplies well water to 
neighboring communities. 

Chemours plans include 35-foot deep mining pits the size of 10 football fields. How these mines will impact 
surrounding shallow water drinking wells or the Miocene aquifer remains unclear. Additionally, local residents will 
be left to deal with increased truck traffic as well as noise and light pollution. 

Last year, Dupont promised the mine would bring 60 full-time jobs to the area and some $18 million in 
investments to Wayne County, but local residents say the 10-year life span of the mine will leave a long-term 
liability in diminished property values. Said one resident: “Nobody’s going to buy a house across from a  
strip mine.” 

WHAT MUST BE DONE:
Actions at the local, state and federal level are 
needed to ensure that local residents and their 
property are protected from this large-scale 
mining operation. 

Wayne County Commissioners should adopt 
ordinances that limit and mitigate the impacts 
of industrial strip mining to protect property 
values and the well-being of local residents. 

State regulators who will issue permits to allow 
Chemours to mine the site must ensure that 
streams and local well water are protected. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the federal 
agency that issues permits to encroach on 
streams and wetlands, should reject any 
Chemours’ plan that contemplates mining 
on the property’s 194 acres of wetlands. 
Additionally, impacts to gopher tortoises and 
the federally threatened indigo snake must  
be considered.  

Ashby Nix, Satilla Riverkeeper
912-510-9500 
riverkeeper@satillariverkeeper.org
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Top: Mines proposed by Chermours would involve digging more than three storys into 
the ground. Top left: Gopher tortoises are among the wildlife that could be impacted by 
mine operations. Above: The Satilla River also stands in harms way from mine runoff 
and impacts to wetlands. 


