
2014 Coastal Wetlands: Legislators Adopt Law Protecting Georgia’s Marshes
Georgia’s coastal marshes were one of the big winners during the 2015 Georgia General Assembly session. They 
landed on 2014 Dirty Dozen list because of the Georgia Environmental Protection Division’s (EPD) Earth Day 2014 
announcement that it would no longer enforce a law requiring a 25-foot undisturbed buffer along the state’s 
coastal marshes, but legislators restored those protections with the passage of SB 101.   

2014 Georgia Wetlands: Federal Water Rule Adopted, But Comes Under Attack
Despite concerted efforts by miners, developers, and agriculture interests to derail a new rule defining which 
water bodies are protected under the Clean Water Act, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in June 
finalized the rule thus clarifying protections for certain wetlands that had been muddled by recent U.S. Supreme 
Court rulings. In Georgia the rule does not result in any new water bodies being protected, yet Georgia Attorney 
General Sam Olens joined 10 other states in filing a lawsuit in federal court, claiming that in making this rule EPA 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers exceeded their authority under the Clean Water Act. In response several 
conservation groups have intervened in these lawsuits to defend the rule. In October, the Sixth Ciruit Court 
placed a temporary nationwide hold on implementation of the new rule.   

2014 Chattahoochee River: Riverkeeper Files Suits, Secures Site Restoration 
and $10 Million Penalty Against Polluter  
Illegal discharges into the Chattahoochee River landed an Atlanta asphalt sealant manufacturing company on 
last year’s Dirty Dozen list, and though EPD gave them just a slap on the wrist with a $2,000 fine for the illicit 
pollution, the company ultimately paid the price for polluting when Chattahoochee Riverkeeper filed a federal 
Clean Water Act lawsuit. In August 2015, a federal district court judge issued a $10 million penalty against the 
company, American Sealcoat, as a result of its intentional pollution. To ensure that the impacted properties were 
fully restored, the Riverkeeper also brought a lawsuit against the property owner. In October 2015, CRK and the 
landlord reached a settlement agreement which resulted in a $500,000 remediation of the polluted properties 
and stream. Although problems like this persist, the Georgia General Assembly still has not increased funding to 
EPD to improve the agency’s program to prevent stormwater pollution from industrial facilities.  

2014 Flint River: EPD Fails to Strengthen Protections at Upson County  
Textile Plant 
Local residents’ complaints about pollution from an industrial sewage land application system at an Upson 
County textile plant and lack of action by EPD landed TenCate on the 2014 Dirty Dozen list. Yet despite hearing 
from TenCate’s neighbors about ongoing pollution problems stemming from the facility’s sewage disposal 
system, EPD earlier this year issued the company new permission to continue operating their system with only 
minimal upgrades. EPD declined to force the company to investigate surface or groundwater pollution or 
cleanup existing pollution. To add insult to injury, the state agency failed to notify citizens about finalizing the 
new sewage discharge permit with TenCate. Pollution continues to flow to neighboring property and streams 
feeding the Flint.

2012-2014 Savannah River: State Gives Green Light for Nuclear Expansion 
Making appearances on three of four Dirty Dozen lists from 2011-2014, Georgia Power’s Plant Vogtle nuclear 
power expansion that depends upon massive amounts of water from the Savannah River continues to march 
forward. Despite a majority of comments in opposition, in December 2014 EPD issued a permit to allow the 
company to withdraw water from the river. That permit included a requirement for the company to install an 
oxygenation system near the Savannah Harbor to protect oxygen levels for aquatic wildlife in the river, offering 
an expensive “solution” for the Harbor, but no relief for the river between the plant and the Harbor. It remains 
to be seen whether an oxygenation system will work. EPD recently finalized plans for Plant Vogtle’s permit 
allowing it to discharge process water to the Savannah.  

2012 Satilla River: Study to Restore Dover Creek, Satilla River Moves Forward  
A program to restore tidal creek habitat and access in the Dover-Umbrella creek system of the Satilla River 
estuary moved a step closer to reality this year as state and federal agencies agreed to fund a two-year study 
that will evaluate the effects of closing Noyes Cut, a century-old canal dug by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
to aid in the removal of upland timber to market. The cut has caused the siltation of Dover Creek and blocked 
access to the creek’s freshwater reaches for migratory fish, crabs and shrimp. By closing this artificial cut, it is 
believed that natural flows can be restored along with populations of commercially important seafood. The 
study will make that determination.
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