
IntroductIon:
Fed by rainfall in North Georgia and the massive Floridan aquifer in the 
South Georgia, the Flint is used by one million people for drinking water 
and irrigates millions of acres of crops, but state water policy has allowed 
too much of the river to be pumped, dammed and diverted. Each year, 
water flows in the creeks that feed the Flint and the river itself shrink to a 
fraction of what they once were. Unfortunately, the state’s latest effort to 
correct the wrongs of the past could lead to a dangerous change in how 
Georgia manages its water while still failing to address the root causes of 
the Flint’s depleted flows.

the rIver:
The Flint River originates in metro Atlanta and flows southwest to join 
the Chattahoochee River at the Florida state line, gathering tributaries 
over approximately 350 miles while draining an 8,460 square-mile river 
basin. More than one million Georgians depend upon it for drinking water, 
including many in metro Atlanta. The same river irrigates more than two 
million acres of crops, helping farmers in southwest Georgia grow billions 
of dollars worth of cotton and food crops. Along with the Chattahoochee, 
the Flint is at the heart of a two-decade-long battle over water rights 
between Georgia, Alabama and Florida. Meanwhile, the river is home to 
world-class fisheries, paddling sports that draw thousands and dozens of 
special and protected species. 
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Gordon Rogers, Flint Riverkeeper, 229-435-2241 or gordon@flintriverkeeper.org

 the dIrt:
Natural droughts have periodically impacted the Flint River, but beginning in the 1970s, 
a combination of demands upon the river and failed state water policies have resulted 
in almost perennial man-made drought. Too many water withdrawals from the river 
and the Floridan Aquifer, diversions of the Flint’s flow to other rivers, conversion of 
forests and fields to shopping centers and subdivisions and wastewater treatment 
practices that fail to return water to the river have all impacted flows. In fact, flows on 
the Flint and its tributaries during drought conditions have declined between 30 and 
100 percent since 1975. In some cases, creeks that once sustained the Flint simply cease 
flowing during prolonged droughts. 

Unfortunately, the Deal Administration’s solution to low flows on the Flint is to invest millions in a highly 
speculative and unproven flow augmentation experiment that attempts to refill river tributaries with 
groundwater sucked from the Floridan aquifer, the same water that has historically sustained the river during 
drought conditions. What’s worse, this experiment and the proposed 
legislation (Flint River Drought Protection Act) that supports it, 
changes Georgia water law, making it possible for the state to claim 
“ownership” of water and prevent downstream users with permits - 
including farmers, industries and cities - from withdrawing the water.

Still the Deal Administration fails to address the stressors that drain 
the Flint such as water diversions in metro Atlanta that send the 
Flint’s flow to other rivers or spread it on land at suburban sewage 
treatment facilities. In fact, only 30 percent of the water taken out of 
the Flint in metro Atlanta is returned. 

 

What Must Be done:
To keep the Flint flowing and alive, Gov. Nathan Deal’s administration must look to more comprehensive solutions 
to perennial low flows on the Flint that address the root causes of the problem. Risky, high cost experiments in 
flow augmentation are unwarranted. During the 2014 legislative session, the Flint River Drought Protection Act 
must be defeated or amended to remove language authorizing “flow augmentation” schemes and “ownership” 
of water. 

A comprehensive approach to restoring flows into the Flint - from the river’s headwaters in metro Atlanta to the 
river’s confluence with the Chattahoochee at the Florida state line – is what is needed.
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