
IntroductIon:
When Nathan Deal took office in 2011 he created the $300 million Governor’s 
Water Supply Program (GWSP) to fund “critical, cost-effective” water supply 
projects. After two years and more than $180 million disbursed, the program 
has funded largely speculative and potentially unnecessary projects that are 
not cost-effective. In the latest awards, the Deal Administration has funded 
two unneeded reservoirs that are certain to complicate solving long-standing 
water conflicts with Alabama and Florida: Glades Reservoir in Hall County and 
Richland Creek Reservoir in Paulding County. Meanwhile, funding for water 
efficiency measures — among the most cost effective water supply options —
languishes.    

tHE rIVErS:
The Chattahoochee River, site of Glades Reservoir, and the Etowah River, site 
of Richland Creek Reservoir, have one thing in common: each river forms a 
major federal reservoir that is at the heart of water conflicts with Alabama 
and Florida. Lake Lanier is visited by 7.5 million people annually, contributes 
$200 million in annual recreational spending in the region and provides 
drinking water to more than four million people. Likewise Lake Allatoona 
is visited by six million people annually, pumps $242 million into the local 
economy and provides drinking water to another one million people.    
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Joe Cook, Upper Coosa Riverkeeper, 706-232-2724, or jcook@coosa.org 

tHE dIrt:
In 2011, a federal court decided that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers which manages 
Lake Lanier has authority to operate the lake for water supply. The federal agency is now 
completing studies to decide how much water Georgia communities can take from the lake 
without adversely impacting other users. Similarly on Lake Allatoona, how much water will 
be available from the lake is very much in question.

Instead of waiting for the outcomes of these studies then working toward a water-sharing 
agreement with Alabama and Florida, the Deal Administration is spending millions on 
reservoir schemes to circumvent federal control of the river systems.

Glades Reservoir would impound Flat Creek, a small tributary of Lake Lanier. The 850-acre reservoir would be filled by 
piping up to 108 million gallons a day from the Chattahoochee, cutting off the river’s natural flow to Lanier. Water 
would then be released from the $130 million project back to Lanier during droughts to meet Hall County water 
demands. For this scheme to work, the state must assume ownership of the water flowing from Glades into Lake 
Lanier. Significantly, the Corps must approve of such use of its reservoir. 

However, because Lanier is capable of meeting current and future Hall County water demands, Glades may sit unused 
until 2050 and beyond. Acknowledging this fact, before awarding funds to Glades, the Deal Administration changed 
the criteria used for evaluating funding proposals under the GWSP. It eliminated the requirement that applicants show 
a need for the proposed water supply. Now, it appears the Governor’s home county will get a state-supported bailout 
of some $15 million to reimburse the county for debts incurred purchasing land and paying private consultants.

Richland Creek is a similarly flawed project. Though Paulding County could get all of its future water from Lake 
Allatoona, the Deal Administration already has invested some $50 million in loans for this reservoir. Now an unspecified 
amount of state direct investment funds will be funneled to the project which will supply a Paulding County water 
system that is losing one of every four gallons it distributes to leaky pipes and other inefficiencies. 

Rather than focusing limited state funds to use existing water supplies more efficiently—a policy that would lead to 
more effective talks with Florida and Alabama—the Deal Administration is instead defying the federal government 
and fighting with its neighbors. This will only waste state funds and do additional harm to our rivers and downstream 
communities. 

wHat MuSt BE donE:
To resolve the tri-state water conflict and save tax dollars, the Deal Administration must withdraw support for the 
Glades, Richland Creek and other reservoirs until the Corps completes studies that will determine how much water 
can be taken from Lanier and Allatoona. The Deal Administration must return to the negotiating table and reach an 
equitable and sustainable water sharing agreement with downstream neighbors. 

Until then, the state should seek more cost effective and timely water supply alternatives like water efficiency and 
conservation measures or increased storage in the federal reservoirs. 
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