
IntroductIon:
Lying beneath South Georgia’s communities, farms and industrial sites is 
a vast underground lake known as the Floridan Aquifer. Stretching from 
Savannah to Bainbridge, it is among the most productive aquifers in the 
country and is prized for its purity and abundance. But, this lifeblood 
of South Georgia and coastal communities is threatened by a highly 
speculative and potentially dangerous water supply scheme that involves 
injecting water from Georgia’s rivers and streams (and other sources) into 
this pristine underground lake.  In other places, “aquifer storage and 
recovery,” as it is known, has contaminated groundwater rendering it 
unsuitable for human consumption. Unless Georgia’s General Assembly 
expands the existing moratorium on aquifer storage and recovery to 
include all aquifers and all regions of the state during the 2014 session, the 
prized Floridan Aquifer and other aquifers could be fouled. 

the Water Body:
Though it is hidden beneath layers of soil and rock, no other water body 
means more to the people of South Georgia. The Floridan Aquifer spreads 
beneath 100,000 square miles of land from South Carolina to Mississippi 
and south into Florida. Valdosta, Moultrie, Cairo, Brunswick, Savannah 
and a host of other communities in south Georgia get some or all of 
their drinking water from the Floridan. It supplies paper plants in Jesup 
and power plants in Baxley; in Southwest Georgia, it irrigates more than 
a million acres of crops each summer. In 2005, these agricultural and 
industrial users pumped 658 million gallons per day from the Floridan.  A workhorse for farms and factories, 
it is also responsible for some of our state’s most breathtakingly beautiful places as it bubbles to the surface 
creating “blue holes” like Radium Springs in Albany--considered one of Georgia’s Seven Natural Wonders. 
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the dIrt:
Some say the solution to meeting Georgia’s water needs lies beneath our feet in the 
Floridan aquifer. By injecting water from rivers and streams (and other sources) into it 
during times of water abundance, these water speculators believe they can retrieve it 
during times of water scarcity. But, the reality is this is a risky business. 

In other places aquifer storage and recovery experiments have contaminated 
groundwater and proven to be colossal wastes of money. In Florida, wells at more than 
50 percent of the state’s aquifer storage and recovery sites have been abandoned or 
operations suspended for reasons including arsenic mobilization or inability to recover 
the “stored” water.  The latter are mostly brackish aquifers.

In California, a $150 million aquifer storage and recovery scheme that promised to provide 100 billion gallons has 
failed because when water was pumped into the ground it simply disappeared. 

Closer to home a privately funded experiment undertaken by Dalton 
Utilities and the Etowah Water Bank proved a failure because a 
suitable underground storage “lake” could not be identified. Now, 
Gov. Nathan Deal’s administration is spending state tax dollars on 
a similarly speculative scheme. That project in Southwest Georgia 
involves pumping water from the upper level of the Floridan aquifer 
and into deeper aquifers beneath it in hopes of retrieving that water 
when flows on the Flint River get low. The initial proponents of this  
potential $1.3 billion project touted it as a solution to Georgia’s water 
war with Florida that will allow metro Atlanta to withdraw more water 
from the Chattahoochee River.

Fears over the potential contamination of the Floridan aquifer prompted legislators in 1999 to adopt a 
moratorium on aquifer storage and recovery projects in 11 coastal Georgia communities. That moratorium has 
been extended multiple times, most recently in 2009, but it is set to expire in July 2014. 

What Must Be done:
Georgia’s General Assembly must expand the existing moratorium on aquifer storage and recovery projects 
along Georgia’s coast to include all aquifers and all regions of the state. Aquifer storage and recovery is not the 
solution to meeting Georgia’s water needs. Such projects come with high financial and environmental risks. Other 
communities experimenting with aquifer storage and recovery have been left with multi-million dollar debts and 
no water or, worse, contaminated water. Georgia should step away from this high stakes water game and invest 
in water supply projects for which the return on investment is more immediate and certain, including maximizing 
existing water supplies through increased efficiency and conservation. 

For More Information Contact:


