
INTRODUCTION:
In the mountains of north Georgia, the Chattahoochee National Forest 
spans 750,000 acres and preserves an oasis of rolling mountain peaks 
and clear, cold trout streams for hikers, hunters, cyclists, anglers, campers 
and more. The forest also provides acres of timber that by law must be 
harvested in a manner that protects the forest’s other uses and the plant 
and animal life the forest supports. But, a recent proposal to harvest trees 
along Union County’s Cooper, Coosa and Youngcane creeks fails on that 
account, allowing cuts on exceptionally steep mountain slopes that will 
lead to soil erosion and the transformation of clear flowing mountain 
water into mud-choked creeks. Federal laws prohibit timber harvesting 
practices in our national forests that damage creeks and rivers, yet with 
its Cooper Creek Watershed Project, the Forest Service appears to be 
flaunting these rules and moving forward with a risky harvesting project. 

THE WATER BODY:
Formed by springs along the flanks of the Blue Ridge Mountains and 
the Appalachian Trail, Cooper Creek flows to the Toccoa River, a popular 
whitewater canoeing destination, and eventually Lake Blue Ridge. Bryant 
Creek, one of Cooper Creek’s feeder streams threatened by this timber 
harvest is considered one of the state’s premiere brook trout habitats. 
Coosa and Youngcane creeks flow to the Nottely River and Nottely Lake. 
Both the Nottely and Toccoa are tributaries of the Tennessee River system. 
Together, the creeks threatened by this timber harvest drain some 34,000 
acres of National Forest land, supporting native populations of brook 
trout and nourishing old growth forests.

THE DIRT:
Up to 3,700 acres of land along Cooper, Coosa and Youngcane creeks 
could be threatened by the U.S. Forest Service’s proposed Cooper 
Creek Watershed Project. In most cases, the plan calls for half the 
timber to be harvested from these acres, and much of that will be 
taken from steep mountain slopes unsuitable for large-scale timber 
harvests. 
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Some 1,900 of the 3,754 acres set for cutting lie on steep slopes with a grade of 35 percent or greater. Georgia 
Forestry Commission guidelines advise against harvesting timber on such steep slopes where soil is most 
susceptible to erosion, but in this case the Forest Service appears prepared to ignore these industry standards. 

The National Forest Service Management Act dictates that the Forest Service can harvest timber only when it will 
“not irreversibly damage watershed conditions,” yet harvesting on these steep slopes will undoubtedly result in 
such conditions. 

Roads necessary to access this timber will also contribute to dirt washing into these creeks, portions of which have 
already been identified as “polluted” by state environmental regulators. Under the Clean Water Act, the Forest 
Service cannot cause or contribute to this pollution. 

Furthermore, more than 1,000 acres slated for harvesting lie within areas that the Forest Service’s own plan deems 
“unsuitable for timber production” because of conflicts with recreational uses of the forest. 

Finally, the Project calls for the use of chemical herbicides which in similar Forest Service projects have included 
glyphosate, a substance linked to cancer in humans. The use of these herbicides also destroys critical habitat for 
native bees, monarch butterflies and other important pollinators.

WHAT MUST BE DONE:
To restore and maintain the health of Georgia’s headwater 
streams that form the rivers that become our region’s 
drinking water and to protect other forest uses, the U.S. 
Forest Service should end commercial logging in the 
Chattahoochee National Forest.

The Forest Service has demonstrated a willingness to 
work with forest users to improve this project and others 
like it.  The Forest Service can improve the Cooper Creek 
Watershed Project by eliminating all harvests on steep 
slopes, avoiding cuts north of Duncan Ridge and around 
Bryant Creek, preserving old growth areas and removing 
from the plan all harvests in areas not suited for  
timber production. 

The Forest Service should also avoid the use of herbicides 
that could threaten human health and wildlife.
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Top: Some 1900 acres of steeply sloped terrain in the Chattahoochee Na-
tional Forest could be subjected to timber harvest. Above: Cooper Creek 
and its tributaries are high quality brook trout habitat.


