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INTRODUCTION:
When the Kinder Morgan Corp. proposed a 360-mile petroleum pipeline 
to carry fuel along the Savannah River from Augusta to Savannah and 
then down the Georgia coast to Florida, landowners, conservation groups 
and civic leaders united in opposing the project. Concerned about impacts 
to private property, pristine coastal natural treasures, historic sites and 
the drinking water for some 1.8 million people, they showed up by the 
hundreds at public hearings…and Georgia leaders got the message. 
In May, the Georgia Department of Transportation (DOT) denied the 
company the right to use the power of eminent domain to seize land for 
the pipeline route. The ruling put a halt, albeit temporary, to the pipeline 
and marked a significant victory for Georgia’s coast and its people.   

THE WATER:
The proposed Palmetto Pipeline spans five river systems along Georgia’s 
coast, including the Savannah, Ogeechee, Altamaha, Satilla and St. Mary’s 
rivers. These rivers, along with the Floridan aquifer supply the drinking 
water for some 1.8 million Georgians and support the coast’s biggest 
industry—tourism. Tourism in Savannah and Chatham County alone 
pumps some $2.5 billion into the local economy, and all along the coast, 
beautiful barrier islands, miles of salt marsh, estuaries and sand beaches 
attract millions of visitors each year.  
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THE CLEAN:
When public meetings were held to discuss 
the proposed Palmetto Pipeline this spring, 
Riverkeeper groups on the Savannah, Altamaha, 
Ogeechee and Satilla as well as a host of other 
conservation groups mobilized an army of 
opponents and lobbied state leaders. 

Landowners threatened by the pipeline gave 
Kinder Morgan representatives an earful at 
public meetings and official hearings. Thousands 
more submitted written comments. Alarmed by 
the threat of eminent domain, residents refused 
company representatives access to their property 
and local governments adopted resolutions 
prohibiting the company from surveying 
property within their jurisdictions. 

Pipeline opponents were further emboldened 
by Kinder Morgan’s chosen route through land 
owned by Rep. Jon Burns (R-Newington) and 
William Morris, owner of newspapers in Augusta, 
Savannah and Jacksonville. Colonial Oil based in Savannah (and not associated with Colonial Pipeline), also 
jumped in the fray, opposing the pipeline to defend its long-time business interests in the area. 

The uproar reached to the highest levels of state government and in May, Gov. Nathan Deal and Lt. Gov. Casey 
Cagle publicly opposed the project. Less than two weeks later, the DOT ruled that Kinder Morgan failed to 
prove the need for the project and denied the company the right to use eminent domain to acquire land for the 
pipeline route.

WHAT MUST BE DONE:
Kinder Morgan has appealed DOT’s decision in Fulton County Superior Court so the fight to stop the pipeline is far 
from over. Georgia leaders must continue to represent the interests of coastal property owners and protect them 
from the use of eminent domain by a 
private corporation and protect the water 
resources of coastal Georgia that support 
the region’s multi-billion dollar  
tourism industry. Tonya Bonitatibus, Savannah Riverkeeper 

706-826-8991, info@savannahriverkeeper.org
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Top: The proposed Kinder Morgan Palmetto Pipeline would impact sensitive wet-
lands like this along the Georgia coast. Above: Residents of coastal Georgia showed 
up by the hundreds to public meetings to oppose the Palmetto Pipeline.


