
INTRODUCTION:
In the sand atop a forested ridge separating the water of the Altamaha 
and Satilla rivers in southeast Georgia lie deposits of titanium dioxides, 
staurolite and zircon—minerals that the DuPont Company would like to 
mine and convert into paints, abrasives, glass, metal and plastic products. 
But, the extraction process, which will spread over 2,254 acres of forests 
and wetlands near Jesup, is not without its problems. Mining cells as deep 
as 50 feet will likely impact groundwater—the drinking water source for 
nearby residents—and dozens of acres of wetlands—the “kidneys” for 
the Altamaha and Satilla river systems—will be destroyed. Furthermore, 
residents will be faced with noise, dust and night-time light pollution 
from mining and processing facilities located adjacent to homes, schools 
and local parks.

THE WATER BODIES:
Millions of years ago, Georgia’s coastal ridges were once barrier islands 
and sandy beaches, but as the ocean receded, the ridges were left high 
and dry except for pockets of wetlands that dot the ridge slopes. These 
wetlands play critical roles in keeping the water of nearby streams like 
Penholloway and Little Satilla creek clean and flowing. Left in their 
natural state, they trap sediment and pollutants and release a steady flow 
of water to these tributaries of the Altamaha and Satilla rivers, mitigating 
both flood events and droughts. Beneath the surface of these sand ridges 
lie vast underground aquifers that serve as the primary drinking water 
source for the region. 

THE DIRT:
DuPont’s proposed mining operation near Jesup came with so many 
unanswered questions that earlier this year local residents rallied in 
unison against the project. The opposition was such that in August, 
DuPont withdrew its application for a surface mining permit from 
Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division (EPD) until it could 
address “various points” raised by concerned citizens and reapply for 
a new mining permit. 
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The concerns are many. Done without regard to wetlands within the 
extraction site, the mine and processing facilities will destroy 194 acres 
of wetlands. Excavation of sands up to 50 feet deep will affect shallow 
wells that many in the community depend upon for drinking water. And, 
the mine’s close proximity to homes, schools and county parks has raised 
concerns about noise, air and light pollution.

The history of similar mines in southeast Georgia suggests that citizen 
opposition is warranted. In recent decades, Iluka, an Australian-based 
producer of titanium and zircon, destroyed hundreds of acres of 
wetlands in neighboring Brantley County.

WHAT MUST BE DONE:
To protect the citizens of Wayne County and the region’s unique wetlands and free-flowing blackwater streams, 
action is needed at local, state and federal levels. 

The Wayne County Commission must affirm 
its duty to regulate destructive land use 
activities and adopt protective ordinances to 
limit the effects of industrial strip mining on 
the scale contemplated by DuPont.

At the state level, EPD must ensure that 
DuPont will avoid all wetlands on the 
proposed mining site. Similar operations in 
the area have successfully extracted minerals 
in an environmentally safe way, and EPD 
should hold DuPont to those same standards. 

At the federal level, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, charged with protecting the 
country’s wetlands, should not grant a 
permit to DuPont to destroy more than 190 
acres of wetlands, especially when impacts to 
those wetlands can be avoided altogether.

Jennifer Hilburn, Altamaha Coastkeeper, 912-437-8164, coastkeeper@altamahariverkeeper.org  
Ashby Nix, Satilla Riverkeeper, 912-510-9500, riverkeeper@satillariverkeeper.org 
Bill Sapp, Southern Environmental Law Center, 404-521-9900, bsapp@selcga.org 
Steve Caley, GreenLaw, 404-659-3122, scaley@greenlaw.org 
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