
INTRODUCTION:
For nearly 15 years Georgia legislators kept a promise to protect the 
well water of coastal and south Georgia residents, but in 2014 those 
protections abruptly ended due to legislative inaction and indifference 
on the part of Gov. Nathan Deal’s administration. Now, the water supply 
for much of the state, the underground Floridan aquifer, is at risk. During 
the 2015 General Assembly session, south Georgia legislators introduced 
a bill that would require Georgia’s Department of Natural Resources 
to enact rules protecting all of Georgia’s well water sources. SB 36 was 
adopted by the Senate, but has since languished in the House Natural  
Resources Committee.  

THE WATER:
About 20 percent of the water used in Georgia homes and businesses 
is pumped from wells tapping our state’s underground aquifers. 
Communities from the mountains to the coast depend on these pristine 
sources that require little disinfection and treatment to make drinkable. 
This is especially true in coastal and south Georgia where most residents 
get their drinking water from the Floridan aquifer. This massive 
underground “lake” spreads beneath 100,000 square miles of land from 
South Carolina to Mississippi and south into Florida. Valdosta, Moultrie, 
Cairo, Brunswick, Savannah and a host of other communities get some 
or all of their drinking water from the Floridan. It supplies paper plants 
in Jesup and power plants in Baxley; in Southwest Georgia, it irrigates 
more than a million acres of crops each summer. A workhorse for farms 
and factories, it is also responsible for some of our state’s most 
breathtakingly beautiful places as it bubbles to the surface creating 
“blue holes” like Radium Springs in Albany — considered one of 
Georgia’s Seven Natural Wonders.  

THE DIRT:
Some state leaders say the solution to meeting Georgia’s water needs 
lies beneath our feet in the state’s vast network of underground 
aquifers. By injecting water from rivers and streams (and other 
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sources) into aquifers during times of water abundance, these water speculators believe they can retrieve it during 
times of water scarcity. 

But, during the past several years, we’ve learned that “aquifer storage and recovery” is a risky business in Georgia. 

A $1.6 million state-financed project in southwest Georgia 
failed earlier this year, coming far short of producing the 
intended additional water supplies. Likewise, a similar 
experiment in northwest Georgia failed. 

In other places where water injection projects have 
been implemented, the experiments have resulted in 
contaminated groundwater. 

Despite these threats, the Georgia General Assembly allowed 
a moratorium on the use of aquifer storage and recovery in 
the Floridan aquifer to expire in 2014 and has since failed to 
enact any legislation protecting the state’s drinking water 
held in natural aquifers. 

Meanwhile, other threats, from petroleum pipelines 
to landfills and hazardous waste sites place Georgia’s 
groundwater at risk. 

Earlier this year, south Georgia legislators led by Senators 
William Ligon, Ben Watson, Lester Jackson, Tommie Williams 
and Freddie Powell Sims introduced and passed SB 36, a bill 
that would require the Department of Natural Resources to 
implement rules protecting the state’s groundwater. While 
the bill was adopted in the Senate, it has now stalled in the 
House Natural Resources Committee.

WHAT MUST BE DONE:
To secure protections for Georgia’s well water, the Georgia 
House of Representatives Natural Resources Committee, 
chaired by Rep. Lynn Smith (R-Newnan), must take up SB 36 
and allow the full House to vote on this measure.
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Top: The pristine water of South Georgia’s Floridan aquifer gives rise 
to beautiful blue hole springs. Above: Georgia’s groundwater provides 
water for about 20 percent of Georgia homes and businesses. 


