
INTRODUCTION:
Nearly three decades ago, Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division 
(EPD) established a well-meaning, but short-sighted policy to keep the 
Flint River clean: rather than have cities and industries discharge highly 
treated sewage directly to the river, they could instead treat it to lower 
standards and put it any where but the Flint. This included spraying it 
on fields where pollutants and nutrients could be absorbed into the soil 
and used by plants. As water use has grown, these “land application 
systems” (LAS) have been partially responsible for starving the river of 
its flow. Recently, one Upson County manufacturer’s system has revealed 
an additional disadvantage of LAS for industrial wastewater.  TenCate, a 
fabrics manufacturer has expanded operations and in doing so overtaxed 
its sprayfields, leading to pollution of neighboring property and nearby 
creeks. EPD could correct this pollution problem and restore some of the 
Flint’s historic flows, but the agency seems satisfied with the status quo. 

THE RIVER:
The upper Flint in Upson and adjacent counties is a national treasure. 
With the Pine Mountain range cutting into the county and the Flint River 
carving through it at Sprewell Bluff State Park, the views on the Flint here 
are among the most beautiful in Georgia. Below the bluffs in the river’s 
rapids is a world famous shoal bass fishery, and while the fish attract 
anglers, the rapids attract thousands of paddlers each year and support 
local businesses.  Adjacent to the TenCate facility, the Boy Scouts of 
America hosts thousands of scouts each year on its 2,500-acre Gerald 
I. Lawhorn Scout Base, known as Camp Thunder. And, all along the 
river, cozy homes attest to the beauty that draws locals and visitors to 
this special natural place. Meanwhile, TenCate itself, which depends 
upon the region’s water resources to manufacture its specialized 
protective fabrics, provides jobs to some 220 residents with a payroll 
of more than $6 million annually. 
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THE DIRT:
At TenCate, EPD has the opportunity to restore a small portion of the flows 
to the Flint and protect local residents from pollution stemming from the 
company’s overburdened land application system. Unfortunately, the state 
agency seems content to stick with the status quo. 

For at least five years, TenCate’s growing business has outpaced the capacity of its land application system. The 
result: foul odors that trouble neighbors and polluted runoff that spills on to their property. The pollution has 
devalued property and left once clean creeks and beaver swamps fouled with industrial waste. 

Flint Riverkeeper and residents impacted by Tencate’s pollution have urged EPD to require the company to install 
modern pollution controls that would return highly treated wastewater directly to the Flint, but EPD has thus far 
balked. 

Earlier this year, EPD issued a draft wastewater permit for TenCate tightening pollution controls. EPD even went 
so far as to calculate how much of the company’s waste the Flint could handle, but the agency is still allowing the 
company to continue use of its LAS. In September, EPD extended the company’s old discharge permit, allowing 
pollution to continue during an analysis of the situation. 

Meanwhile flows on the Flint continue their downward spiral. Statistics demonstrate a 50 to 70 percent decrease 
in minimum flows in the upper Flint since 1980, a time period corresponding to EPD’s policy of promoting land 
application systems.

WHAT MUST BE DONE:
To restore flows to the Flint, protect the property 
of TenCate’s neighbors and clean up streams 
and groundwater impacted by the company’s 
pollution, EPD should require TenCate to install a 
wastewater treatment system that will discharge 
highly treated water directly to the Flint or one 
of its tributaries. 

Additionally, TenCate should be required to 
clean up any polluted groundwater resulting 
from its land application system, test adjacent 
property for pollution and restore properties 
where pollution is found. 
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