
INTRODUCTION:
Following a tip from an Atlanta resident complaining of a black, oil-like 
substance flowing from an industrial facility near the Chattahoochee River, 
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper found American Sealcoat Manufacturing, LLC, 
in Atlanta discharging oily asphalt material into a stream just 300 yards 
from the river—and this on a day without rain. When it rains, even more 
petroleum-based chemicals can flow from this site into the river.

Unfortunately, the company is just one particularly egregious example 
of hundreds of industrial facilities across the state that operate without 
safeguards to keep pollution out of nearby neighborhoods and our state’s 
rivers and streams. While Georgia law requires these safeguards, Georgia’s 
Environmental Protection Division (EPD), charged with enforcing these 
laws, has only two staff members dedicated to keeping tabs on thousands 
of facilities statewide. 

THE RIVER:
The Chattahoochee is Georgia’s longest and most important river. Nearly 
four million people – about 70 percent of metro Atlanta’s population – 
rely on the river for drinking water. Its water powers electric generating 
facilities, fuels business and industries and millions take to its water to 
fish, swim and boat. In recent years, the river’s 65-mile run below the 
City of Atlanta has become dramatically cleaner and private and public 
investment along the river is growing. Chattahoochee Bend State Park in 
Coweta County was established in 2011 and other public lands and 
boating trails are slated for development. Yet, while longstanding 
pollution from municipal wastewater treatment systems is being 
cleaned up, the river continues to be harmed by stormwater run off 
from hundreds of industrial facilities in metro Atlanta.
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THE DIRT:
When it rains across metro Atlanta, more than rainwater is filling up the Chattahoochee. A filthy stew is flowing 
with the stormwater to streams that feed the region’s primary drinking water source. This is especially true 
downstream of industrial facilities like chemical and other manufacturing plants, food-processing facilities, 

cement and asphalt plants and landfills and junkyards. These facilities 
can be major sources of pollution during rain events when stormwater 
carries toxic chemicals, sediment, bacteria and other pollutants into 
nearby waterways.

All industrial facilities in Georgia are required to have plans in place to 
prevent contaminated stormwater from leaving their site and polluting 
local streams. These plans, filed with EPD, include details about 
pollution controls, inspections, monitoring and reporting. Yet, despite 
these requirements, hundreds of businesses have no plans in place, 
and those with plans often fail to inspect and monitor their pollution 
controls to confirm they are working.

Management of the state industrial stormwater program falls to EPD, and here the breakdown begins. EPD has 
only two staff members assigned to manage more than 2,700 permitted facilities statewide, and that number does 
not include the hundreds of facilities currently operating without permits.

WHAT MUST BE DONE:
To address the failure of EPD to enforce the 
state’s industrial stormwater laws, the Georgia 
General Assembly must approve a state budget 
that includes additional funding for EPD to 
fill at least four new positions in its industrial 
stormwater program. 

Additional staff and technical resources will 
provide compliance assistance, inspections, and 
enforcement for permitted industries and also 
start to identify the hundreds of facilities that 
are operating without permits.

Jason Ulseth, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 
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