
INTRODUCTION:
Georgia’s State Capitol sits at the tip of a ridge in downtown Atlanta 
that separates water flowing to the Atlantic Ocean from that flowing to 
the Gulf of Mexico. Rain falling to the Capitol’s west ultimately flows to 
the Chattahoochee River—the state’s longest river; that falling on the 
east makes its way to the Altamaha—the state’s largest river. Just like 
the rain, policies set by state leaders at this Capitol building flow across 
the state impacting the state’s 70,000 miles of rivers and streams and 
its relationship with downstream neighbors. And, lately, that policy has 
been as foul as some of the stormwater flowing off Atlanta’s streets, 
parking lots and dumpster pads after summer thunderstorms. Hundreds of 
millions in state funds have been funneled to dams, reservoirs and other 
projects of questionable need while state funding for water efficiency 
has languished. Meanwhile, state efforts to claim “ownership” of water 
flowing to neighboring states has aggravated a water war now spanning 
more than two decades. For this reason, the “Gold Dome” tops this year’s 
Georgia Water Coalition Dirty Dozen.  

THE WATER:
Georgia’s water is among the state’s most critical natural resources. Our 
state is home to 70,150 miles of streams and rivers, 425,000 acres of lakes 
and reservoirs, 429,924 acres of coastal marshlands and 4.5 million acres 
of freshwater wetlands. These places harbor 265 species of fish and 165 
species of freshwater mussels and snails. The state’s rivers and streams 
fuel business and industry, generate power and provide drinking 
water for Georgia’s 10 million residents. Additionally, they provide 
those same citizens with places to boat, swim, fish and hunt.  

THE DIRT:
Shortly after taking office, Gov. Nathan Deal created the Governor’s 
Water Supply Program, a $300 million initiative to provide state 
loans and direct state investment in “critical, cost-effective” water 
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supply projects. Though water efficiency and conservation measures are among the most cost-effective ways of 
expanding water supplies, Gov. Deal refused to allow such projects to be funded under his new initiative. 

Since its inception, the program has distributed $196.3 million for dams and reservoirs, with most of those funds 
going toward projects of questionable need, including $59 million for a project in Paulding County drawing water 
from the Alabama-bound Etowah River and a still-undetermined amount for a project in Hall County diverting 
water from Lake Lanier and the Florida-bound Chattahoochee River. 

These efforts to capture water in North Georgia before a tri-state resolution is reached on how much water can 
be used from the big federal reservoirs (Lanier and Allatoona) are premature and have served only to aggravate 
relations with Alabama and Florida. In October 2013, Florida filed a new suit in federal court, seeking to halt 
Georgia’s escalating water withdrawals from the Chattahoochee. 

The greatest boondoggles of the Governor’s Water Supply Program were two state financial awards funneling 
$9 million to political cronies of Gov. Deal despite the fact that both projects scored “0” on a scale of 0-100 when 
evaluated for “need.” These awards funded a new well for Lake Lanier Islands Resort and an experimental and 
highly speculative flow augmentation scheme on creeks in the Flint River basin. 

While a total of $213 million in tax dollars has flowed from the Governor’s Water Supply Program since 2012, 
funding for water efficiency and conservation has been anemic. 

From 2010 through early 2013, the state spent $10.7 million to fund water efficiency projects, and thus far in 2014, 
$7.8 million has been awarded to communities for projects ranging from replacing leaking water lines to installing 
more accurate water meters. 

Last year, state leaders fired another volley across state lines by adopting a new rule that in effect allows the state 
to divert water from federal reservoirs and claim “ownership” of it. 

These rule changes and the state’s continuing fixation with capturing and diverting water from federal reservoirs 
leaves us further from a water-sharing agreement with Alabama and Florida. Such an agreement would provide 
all three states with certainty in water planning and allow Georgia to direct water supply funding where its 
actually needed, rather than where it might be needed. 

WHAT MUST BE DONE:
To move Georgia toward a water-sharing agreement with Alabama and Florida, state leaders should abandon 
their “capture and divert” policies. 

State funding for new reservoirs should be halted until the amount of water available from lakes Lanier and 
Allatoona is finally determined. State funding for water efficiency and conservation must be increased to aid 
communities in using existing water supplies more efficiently. 

Finally, local communities must invest in water  
efficiency and conservation projects and take  
advantage of those existing state funding sources. Chris Manganiello, Georgia River Network 
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